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personally, and, what is still more to the purpose, his
most intimate friend, Dr. Buenz, at that time German
Consul-General at New York. The story is absolutely true,
and here is the sequel.

"The German and British Governments firmly counted
on our well established jellyfish squashiness and felt sure
they had a free hand. The Kaiser and Junker party espe-
cially had everything cut and dried, and counted the affair
as accomplished. The first time Holleben informed his
government that probably Eoosevelt Js attitude was a bluff;
but on second thought went to his friend Buenz for advice
as B. knew the American people better than any German
living, and was a close friend of Eoosevelt's (I introduced
him) and hence a good judge of the situation. Buenz at
once assured him that Eoosevelt was not bluffing, and that
he could count on his doing as threatened; and that in a
conversation Eoosevelt had shown that he had an intimate
knowledge of the strength and condition of the German
fleet which was . . . (then) no match for ours.

"Holleben was obliged to eat his own words and tele-
graph in hot haste to Berlin, where his message fell like a
bomb shell. You know the rest. This resulted in Holleben's
being recalled and dismissed from the diplomatic ser-
vice. . . . When he sailed from Hoboken not a, single mem-
ber of the diplomatic corps or German official dared to see
him off. Only Buenz (and I) dared to brave official dis-
approval, and went on board to bid him farewell. I went
at Buenz ?s request."

A copy of this letter came into my possession and I
showed it to Mr. Callisen when he was here, at my house,
on May 7 last. He wrote alongside the part I have quoted:
"The above is absolutely accurate. (Signed) A. W. Calli-
sen." Mr. Callisen informed me that he had not intended
the letter for publication, but that as the copy had been
shown to several people I was at liberty to make whatever
use of it I desired.

After your book appeared some person wrote a letter